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Introduction
The Learning Outcomes for the German Wine Scholar outline the essential knowledge 
and competencies you are expected to develop throughout the course. They are 
designed to guide your learning and provide a structured framework for your studies. 

This program explores, in-depth, the factors that influence the wines of Germany by 
setting the stage in the Fundamentals and then diving into each region. By the end of 
this course, you will be able to speak with confidence and explain the influence these 
factors have on the production, quality and characteristics of German wines.

How to Use

This Learning Outcomes document is a roadmap for your studies. It is not a checklist 
of facts to memorize but a guide to the depth, scope and application of knowledge 
expected. Check them before you start a topic to know what to aim for and revisit 
them afterwards, and throughout your studies, to test your understanding of the key 
concepts. 

Broad Expectations for What You’re Expected to Know

	• Key historical developments that have shaped German wine culture

	• Geology, topography and soils that shape Germany broadly and each region 
specifically

	• Key grape varieties

	• Distinctive aspects of viticulture and vinification in Germany broadly and each 
region specifically

	• The major 13 regions, their history, major grapes, styles, villages and vineyards

	• Principal villages and vineyards for each region (as outlined in this document) 

What You’re Not Expected to Memorize

The following will not appear on the examination.
 

	• Specific dates (e.g. discovery of grapes, birth/death of historical figures). Note 
that the dates you will need to know will be clearly signposted throughout the 
course and in this document  

	• Quantitative data (e.g., rainfall in mm, vineyard sizes, permitted yields, elevations, 
surface areas, or percentages of grapes grown) 

	• Vintage reports 

	• Producer-specific details 
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History
By the end of this section, students will be able to:

1.	Summarize the major phases in the history of German wine, from Roman 
cultivation through to 2021 reforms.

2.	Identify the key historical events and institutions (e.g. VDP, 1971 wine law, 2021 
updates) that shaped modern German wine classification and identity.

3.	Describe the development of Germany’s principal wine styles, including Landwein, 
Prädikatswein, Sekt, and Qualitätswein.

4.	Distinguish among the four major historical eras and their respective influence 
on German viticulture and regulation.

Not Testable

	• Precise dates, except for those that have directly impacted German wine culture 
(e.g. 1871, 1971 and 2021).

	• Names of historical figures unless central to wine law or classification systems.

Geography 
By the end of this section, students will be able to:

1.	Explain the influence of rivers, valleys, and other geological formations on 
vineyard placement and climate.

2.	Recognize the major soil types found in Germany’s key wine regions and their 
general impact on vine growth and grape quality.

3.	Assess how slope, aspect, and elevation influence the choice of grape variety, 
grape ripening and wine style in Germany.

4.	Analyze the effects of Germany’s cool continental climate and recent climate 
change trends on viticulture.

Not Testable

	• Exact numerical measurements (such as elevation, average rainfall, average 
temperature, river length, etc)

	• Minor lakes, rivers or geographical anomalies not linked to viticulture.

Grape Varieties 
By the end of this section, students will be able to:

1.	Identify the major grape varieties grown in Germany, their principal properties 
and wine styles.
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2.	Explain the concept and labeling significance of “Alte Reben” and how it influences 
wine perception.

3.	Describe the characteristics and role of modern crosses as well as PIWI varieties 
in German wine making.

4.	Compare key red and white grape varieties in terms of distribution, ripening, and 
style.

Not Testable

	• Exact percentages or hectares of vineyard plantings.

	• Detailed chemistry

Viticulture 
By the end of this section, students will be able to:

1.	Outline the stages of the viticultural year in Germany and their practical 
challenges in a cool climate.

2.	Analyze the impact of Flurbereinigung on vineyard structure, terroir expression 
and wine quality.

3.	Compare major trellising systems and their suitability for Germany’s steep slopes 
and varieties.

4.	Evaluate the role and application of organic, biodynamic, and sustainable 
practices.

Winemaking 
By the end of this section, students will be able to:

1.	Describe the key decisions and techniques in the production of white, red, and 
rosé and sparkling wines in Germany.

2.	Explain how winemaking choices influence the style, quality, and characteristics 
of Prädikatswein.

3.	Explain the key production steps for German Sekt and how they affect the final 
wine style.

4.	Evaluate how winemaking choices reflect grape variety, market demands, and 
stylistic goals.

5.	Distinguish among German rosé styles, including rosé, Weißherbst, Schiller, 
Rotling and Blanc de Noir.
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Not Testable

	• Federweißer production.

	• Exact rules for each category (e.g., exact months of lees contact, exact yields for 
each category)

Wine Law 
By the end of this section, students will be able to:

1.	Summarize the structure of German wine law, including key classifications and 
recent reforms.

2.	Explain the role and significance of the VDP and its quality pyramid, and describe 
how it influenced the 2021 reforms.

3.	Describe the Prädikat wine categories and explain how they relate to style and 
winemaking choices.

4.	Describe the Sekt categories and explain how they relate to style and production 
method.

Not Testable

	• Oechsle scale details or specific must weights for Prädikatswein. 

	• Complete legal definitions for each category (e.g., maximum yields, minimum 
time on lees). 

Regional Chapters
These Learning Outcomes are applicable to all 13 regions. 

By the end of each regional chapter, students will be able to:

1.	Identify key historical developments and traditions in the region that have 
influenced vineyard structure, grape selection and wine style.

2.	Describe how the region’s location, climate, and topography shape viticultural 
practices and influence wine style.

3.	Know the number and name of Bereiche/Districts in each region and understand 
their basic, differentiating characteristics (eg. Terrasenmosel vs. Obermosel 
in the Mosel, Bodensee vs. Kaiserstuhl in Baden, Wonnegau vs. Nierstein in 
Rheinhessen) 

4.	Recognize the major soil types found in the region and explain how they impact 
vine performance and grape character.

5.	Identify the principal grape varieties grown in the region and describe their 
typical styles.
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6.	Explain how grape variety, climate, and site characteristics influence viticultural 
practices and decision-making in the region.

7.	Describe the main winemaking approaches used in the region, including any 
distinctive or traditional styles.

8.	Describe the key features of the principal villages and vineyards in the region, 
including factors such as site, soils, grape varieties, and wine styles. Recognize all 
other named villages and vineyards as belonging to the region.

9.	Producers who have played a significant role in advancing the wine culture of the 
region and/or of Germany as a whole.

Non-testable

	• Exact size of each region, village or vineyard. (Students do not need to know if 
a vineyard is small, medium, large etc, unless important as a key feature of that 
vineyard).

	• Exact measurements mentioned (e.g., annual rainfall, river length, or maximum 
yields). 

	• Producers, unless they play a role in the larger German Wine culture (e.g., Schloss 
Johannisberg) 

Principal Villages and Vineyards
The following tables list the key Principal Villages and Vineyards for each region. These 
have been chosen because they hold some significance. They were chosen because 
they meet one or more of the following criteria:

	– They are widely available in international markets. 

	– They have played a key historical role in the region. 

	– They produce wines of exceptional quality or distinctive styles.

	– They represent a unique terroir for the region.

In short, knowing these villages and vineyards will equip the GWS student to speak 
knowledgeably about the wines of Germany. 

For each of these villages and vineyards, you should understand their key points and 
how climate, soil, topography and relevant winemaking influences the resulting style.

When naming a vineyard, the exam will always include the corresponding village. 
For instance, the exam will never ask to identify Schlossberg as this vineyard exists in 
Baden, Württemberg and Franken to name a few.   
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Notes on how to use this

	• Students are expected to know the Bereiche of all regions. They are not listed in 
this document because they are all required knowledge. For example, no villages 
or vineyards are listed from Bodensee, but students should still be able to identify 
Bodensee as a Bereich of Baden, and be able to explain its key features and wine 
styles. 

	• You will not be tested on producers or where they hold plantings. 

Mosel: Principal Villages and Vineyards 

 Village  Vineyard

Saarsburg Rausch 

Wiltingen Scharzhofberg 

Ockfen Bockstein 

Eitelsbach Karthäuserhofberg

Mertesdorf Abtsberg 

Piesport Goldtröpfchen 

Brauneberg Juffer

Bernkastel Doctor 

Graach 
Himmelreich 
Domprobst 

Wehlen Sonnenuhr 

Ürzig Würzgarten

Erden
Prälat 
Treppchen

Pünderich Marienburg
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 Village  Vineyard

Mayschoss Mönchberg 

Rech Herrenberg 

Dernau Pfarrwingert 

Walporzheim 
Kräuterberg
Gärkammer 

Ahrweiler 
Rosenthal 
Silberberg

Bad Neuenahr Sonnenberg 

Heimersheim Landskrone

Ahr: Principal Villages and Vineyards 

 Village  Vineyard

Bacharach 
St. Jost
Hahn 

Oberwesel Ölsberg 

Boppard Hamm 

 Village  Vineyard

Hochheim Hölle 

Hattenheim Steinberg 

Oestrich 
Doosberg 
Lenchen Eiserberg 

Winkel Hasensprung 

Geisenheim Rothenberg 

Rüdesheim Berg Schlossberg 

Assmannshausen Höllenberg 

Lorch Kapellenberg 

Mittelrhein: Principal Villages and Vineyards 

Rheingau: Principal Villages and Vineyards 
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 Village  Vineyard

Ingelheim 
Pares
Horn 

Siefersheim 
Heerkretz 
Höllberg 

Flörsheim-Dalsheim 
Hubacker 
Bürgel

Mölsheim Zellerweg am Schwarzen Herrgott 

Westhofen 
Aulerde
Kirschspiel 
Morstein   

Worms Liebfrauenstift-Kirchenstück 

Oppenheim Kreuz 

Nierstein
Pettenthal 
Hipping

Rheinhessen: Principal Villages and Vineyards 

 Village  Vineyard

Monzingen Frühlingsplätzchen 

Schloßböckelheim 
Felsenberg 
Kupfergrube

Oberhausen 
Brücke 
Leistenberg

Niederhausen 
Hermannshöhle 
Hermannsberg
Klamm

Traisen Rotenfels 

Bad Kreuznach Krötenpfuhl 

Bockenau Felseneck 

Roxheim 
Höllenpfad
Im Mühlenberg 

Dorsheim 
Goldloch
Pittermännchen  

Burg Layen Schlossberg 

Nahe: Principal Villages and Vineyards 
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 Village  Vineyard

Schweigen Sonnenberg (Kammerberg, Sankt Paul) 

Ilbesheim Kalmit 

Birkweiler Kastanienbusch 

Rhodt Rosengarten 

Haardt Bürgergarten 

Gimmeldingen Kapellenberg

Ruppertsberg 
Gaisböhl
Reiterpfad 

Deidesheim 
Paradiesgarten 
Mäushöhle

Forst 

Kirchenstück
Jesuitengarten
Pechstein
Ungeheuer 

Kallstadt Saumagen 

Königsbach Idig 

Pfalz: Principal Villages and Vineyards 

 Village  Vineyard

Efringen-Kirchen Ölberg 

Achkarren Schlossberg 

Ihringen Winklerberg 

Oberrotweil 
Eichberg
Henkenberg 

Malterdingen Bienenberg 

Hecklingen Schlossberg 

Bombach Sommerhalde 

Neuweier Schlossberg 

Durbach Schlossberg 

Leimen Herrenberg 

Baden: Principal Villages and Vineyards 
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 Village  Vineyard

Heppenheim  Centgericht  

Hessische Bergstraße: Principal Villages and Vineyards 

 Village  Vineyard

Neipperg Schlossberg 

Besigheim Wurmberg 

Mundelsheim Käsberg 

Hessigheim Steige 

Lauffen Katzenbeisser 

Bad Cannstatt Zuckerle 

Untertürkheim 
Gips
Mönchberg 

Esslingen 
Schenkenberg 
Neckarhalde

Stetten Pulvermächer 

Württemberg: Principal Villages and Vineyards 

 Village  Vineyard

Rödelsee 
Schwanleite 
Küchenmeister
Hoheleite

Iphofen 
Julius-Echter-Berg 
Kalb

Castell Schlossberg 

Escherndorf 
Lump 
Am Lump 1655

Würzburg Stein 

Stetten Stein 

Bürgstadt 
Berg 
Centgrafenberg 
Hundsrück

Klingenberg am Main Schlossberg 

Franken: Principal Villages and Vineyards 
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 Village  Vineyard

Karsdorf  Hohe Gräte 

Freyburg  Edelacker 

 Village  Vineyard

Pillnitz Königliche Weinberg 

Meissen Kurfürstlicher Weinberg 

Radebeul Goldener Wagen

Proschwitz  Schloss Proschwitz

Saale-Unstrut: Principal Villages and Vineyards 

Sachsen: Principal Villages and Vineyards 
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